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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

In the midst of my presidency | can't help but appreciate all the women in our
local industry who have made growing this organization such a great
experience. From the events we have thrown and seeing similar and new faces
to hearing from prospect individuals being excited of having a space they feel is
inviting and provides them opportunities in our community. It is encouraging to
see our industries continuing to support one another.

Our board and committee chairs have worked hard this year to continue to
provide events, content and tools to make members' experience asking
questions or other items a smooth experience. | hope you have all been able to
enjoy the fruit of labor that so many of those involved in IWAEC have continued
to grow and push forward.

Thank you to our continued sponsors and new sponsors for 2024 for continuing
to support our mission. We appreciate all the encouragement and support you
provide this organization. So many of you are so willing to lend us a hand when
we need spaces for events, when we reach out for participation or simply just
showing up to our events. All the efforts your company provides us does not go
unnoticed and you allow our organization to flourish year after year.

| would like to take a second to share this year's stats regarding IWAEC. For
2024 we have been able to provide and plan for eight events for our members
and prospects to attend. We have finalized a full running website that makes
signing up as a member or sponsorship a smoother transition as well as finding
updates on events or newsletters. We have a complete seven chair committee
by having an official membership chair position filled (Woo hoo Samia Amina)
and IWAEC has 73 registered members this year! To say I'm blown away by all
the progress past presidents have put in to get us to these milestones is an
understatement!

I hope you enjoy your Quarter three read with some great spotlights and event
information and as always please reach out to us with any questions or advice!
Don't forget to check us out and follow IWAEC on Instagram & LinkedIn to get
the most up to date information regarding IWAEC.

Yanira Saldana
IWAEC President

LET'S STAY IN TOUCH!
FOLLOW US


https://www.linkedin.com/company/iwaec/
https://www.instagram.com/idahowomeninaec/
mailto:hello@iwaec.org
mailto:hello@iwaec.org
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A favorite brought back from last year
with a new twist! Not only will we be
swapping clothing but also advice on
relevant issues women in our industry
faces ranging from confidence to career
moves.

The event will kick off with appetizers
and mingling over 16 thoughtful
questions that provoke professional
advice. The mingling period will be

followed by the exchanging of lightly used work wear items and a raffle.

ATTENDEES CAN EXPECT
>> Bring a minimum of 7 / a maximum of 15 items you're ready
to part with
>> Work attire and/or Business Casual items only
>> A mix of tops, sweaters, pants, shoes, jackets, and jewelry
are welcome

>> All items must be washed WHEN
>> All items must be in good condlition Sept. 26th, 2024
>> No holes/overly worn out, missing buttons, or broken zippers 6PM - SPM

>> No stains
>> No athletic wear, undergarments, or outdoor wear
>> Maternity clothes welcome

WHERE

Freeform
176 S. Capitol Blvd.

For any items you bring that may not get swapped, we'll plan to make a
group donation to a local thrift store. You're welcome to include items in the
group donation or take home your original items.

Free for members / $20 for non-members. REGISTER HERE:
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/iwaec-clothing-swap-tickets-633677405177?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/iwaec-swapping-advice-apparel-tickets-991344336597?aff=oddtdtcreator
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

RILEY ROPPEL

EIT - REMOTE MANAGER
REDBUILT// {}]

Tell us about yourself and your current role at REDBUILT.

| have been a Boise resident for eight years, originally from
Washington State. | moved here for college with friends,
planning to return home afterward, but | fell in love with the
city and my job at RedBuilt, eventually buying a house here. |
live with my cats and dogs, and we enjoy exploring the
outdoors and & "helping” with projects around the house. |
manage a group of contracted designers, and assist with the
projects they work on.

How long have you worked in the industry? What drew you
to the AEC industry?

| began working in the AEC industry while | was in college,
starting in 2018. The industry was a significant part of my
upbringing, with family members involved in various types of engineering.

Tell me about someone who has influenced your career path.

Cornelia Sprung has been a major influence on my career path. Although | only met her after
starting at RedBuilt, she has always encouraged me to pursue my interests and explore all my
options without limitations.

Tell me about your favorite project that you have been a part of.

One of my favorite projects was helping to build trusses for a building that | designed as an EIT.
It's not common to follow our designs all the way to the truss plants, so being hands-on in this
process was incredibly inspiring and enlightening.

What mark or legacy would you like to leave on this industry?

| hope to inspire others to be curious and seek out what they don't know. The AEC industry
offers diverse projects, tasks, and roles, and | encourage people to explore these options
without limiting themselves. Asking questions and being open to discovery are key.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/riley-roppel-812648192?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

N IDAHO WOMEN
W-A E C IN

| ARCHITECTURE * ENGINEERING « CONSTRUCTION

o

What advice do you have for future leaders in our industry?
Support and guide your mentees or colleagues in discovering their true passions and interests.
Encourage them to explore roles and areas that excite them and foster their growth.

What is your current obsession or source of inspiration? Why?

| am currently focused on maximizing the space in my house. I'm building a large deck to
create an outdoor area for movies, grilling, and lounging. Using my knowledge outside of work
in this way is incredibly fulfilling.

What fulfills you outside of work?

| find fulfillment in working on projects around the house and creating with my hands, as most
of my work is computer-based. | also enjoy spending time with my dogs on walks, camping,
and enjoying the lake during the summer.
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INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT

CASSIE HOOVER

PROJECT MANAGER
ALC ARCHITECTURE 7/

What advice do you have for future leaders in our industry?

I would advise anyone in this industry to find people whether it
is more experienced coworkers

consultants or plan reviewers who like to teach and willfully
give answers to questions, and

don't be afraid to ask them questions.

What was an early experience you had on a project that
influenced your career?

Any early experience | had seeing a completed project in
person where people used and

experienced the spaces we designed was encouraging and
rewarding.

What was your first introduction to the field of A/E/C? | went to college for interior design and
worked for a large design firm who provided both

interior design and architecture services. | was exposed mostly to commercial interiors at Gensler, but
made connections there which allowed me to later transition to working

alongside an architect. My first introduction to building design outside of interiors was working

for a small startup architecture and design firm drawing construction documents for custom

wildfire rebuilds.

What is the most important thing that you've learned as an individual in A/E/C?

| think the most important thing | have learned is simply that life-work balance is very important,
and that architecture is not the kind of industry where a healthy lifestyle needs to go by the
wayside. At the end of the day, | fly a desk for a living, and offsetting the sedentary work day
takes some conscious efforts to get moving, get outside, and have hobbies outside of work.

What is your current obsession or source of inspiration? Why?

My current source of inspiration is and always has been the outdoors. | love that biophilia has
made it way into popular commercial design and I'm really inspired by true materials, and lots of
natural light. Someday | want to live in a house with lots of windows in the country.
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EVENTS

EVENT RECAP AUGUST

l " u - ,,
Happy Hour Networking

Thursday, August 15th at 5 pm

We had the privilege of touring the Capitol

Student Housing project in May, followed by Location: Bert's Brewing
happy hour at Lost Grove Brewing. Anderson 3577 Brown St. Garden City, ID
Construction Project Engineer Summer Gilbert

and Architectural Associate Valerie Mitchell of Join us after work and socialize with other
Babcock Design led us through the modern women in the Architecture, Engineering, and
residential building that will house BSU students Construction Industry in downtown Boise! No
this Fall. The four-story building features 91 registration necessary.

units, 278 bedrooms, fithess room, quiet and
loud study rooms and ground floor commercial
space. Thanks to all the attendees who joined
us!
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THANK YOU, SPONSORS!!
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https://www.kpff.com/
https://www.redbuilt.com/
https://pivotnorthdesign.com/
https://www.erstadarchitects.com/
https://www.lkvarchitects.com/
https://musgrovepa.com/
https://www.thelandgroupinc.com/
https://www.reandpartners.com/
https://www.freeformspaces.com/
https://hummelarch.com/
https://esiconstruction.com/
https://www.stackrockgroup.com/
https://www.axiompllc.com/
https://petrainc.net/
https://www.andersen-const.com/location/boise

